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Author Calls on Christians to Join the Night Shift 
Communist party leaders praised her as a Christian worker.  He leads a double life, bringing help to men held by others at arm’s length.  In a society fiercely hostile to their message, this international team ministers to the poor.  She fights tropical diseases as a lab technician.  He rescued a thousand Jews from annihilation in Nazi Germany.  In his strife-torn nation, he fights racial injustice.  They served a despotic ruler in order to win him over.  
What do they all have in common?  They work what author Howard N. Kenyon calls the “night shift.”
Having spent years in Northwest China, Kenyon says he is amazed by what he identifies as the intense struggle the American church is having coming to terms with the challenges of the new century.  In response, he wrote Night Shift: Crossing the Cultural Line for the Kingdom, sharing insights gained from his work among government authorities, rural peasants, urban poor, university students and church leaders over the past thirty-five years in both Asia and the USA.  
“How do we apply the age-old mandate of loving your neighbor as yourself in an indifferent and skeptical world, frequently hostile to the messengers of the good news?”  Kenyon answers his own question: “We do so by masking daring deeds of greatness with harmless acts of goodness.”  We as believers, he adds, are “all on a mission to cross cultural lines for the kingdom, even in the darkest night.”
Writing as much for the business executive in Seattle as the humanitarian worker in Sudan, Kenyon contends that those who follow Jesus need to rethink their mission if they are to thrive.  

Western Christians struggle with how rapidly their own cultures are changing.  The default reactions are fight or flee, when they should instead engage the change.  Yet, he says, the Christian mandate is all about cultural engagement.
How do people of the light engage the night?  That is the central question of his book.  Kenyon believes traditional missionaries in exotic places can glean from his principles, but so can the average Jane or Joe who lives and works “at home” in the familiar.  He draws on stories from his own life as well as examples from people he’s met over many years and in diverse places, like the pharmacist in Texas, the professional water skier in Florida, and the professor at a West Coast state university.
Defying the right-left continuum in current religious and political discussions, Kenyon argues for an alternative way.  “When my boys get into one of their frequent heated debates about a current issue, picking opposite sides and sticking to them, I almost always offer a third option.”  That is what we need to be doing with the heated affairs of human beings, he says.
Kenyon embraces cultural diversity and links evangelism with social justice, challenging traditional ways of thinking.  Chapters on understanding cultural values and exploring the moral complexities of working “beyond transparency,” as he calls it, hint at years of intercultural work and his doctoral research in ethics.
Currently directing the Northeast Emergency Food Program in Portland, Oregon, Kenyon says he remains on mission.  With the same vision, he volunteers with the Oregon Center for Christian Voices and its efforts to fight human trafficking and poverty, produces an ezine, Night Shift Crossing, and blogs extensively.  Night Shift: Crossing the Cultural Line for the Kingdom can be ordered from Fanno Creek Press, 6663 SW Beaverton-Hillsdale Hwy PMB 223, Portland, OR 97225.  The price is $19.95 plus $4 shipping/handling.  For more details, visit http://fannocreekpress.com.
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